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Dear Parents and Carers,

The first few days and weeks back at school are always busy, but we have been very
pleased with how quickly the children have settled into their new routines and new class

groups in Year 1 and Year 2.

A special welcome to any new children who have joined classes in these year groups from
other schools We look forward to working with you and having a happy association with you all.

Attached to this letter is some information about the work your child will be doing at school this term.
Curriculum plans do change sometimes, but we hope this information will be of interest to you.

Mrs. Kang, Headteacher

Parents’ Evening

Parents’ Evening for the Autumn Term will take place on
Wednesday 15 October 2025, and appointments will be
available. You will be sent a link to book online..

You will be able to meet your child’s P ?_
new class teacher and discuss how arents

your child has settled into their new
class. There will be the opportunity to
ask any other questions you may
have. There will be more information to follow later this month.

Evening

Packed Lunches & Nut Allergies

We kindly request that parents refrain from sending peanuts, or
any other nuts as part of a packed lunch. This includes any food
that contains nuts and nut products (e.g. nut oil). We are requesting
this as we have some children with nut allergies and some of these
are severe, meaning a life-threatening reaction can occur even if
they are just sitting next to a child that has nuts in
their packed lunch. The school kitchen is already
defined as being nut-free.

Please also watch out for, and avoid, hidden nuts
in foods, such as cereal bars and chocolate
spreads (e.g. Nutella).

Author of the Month

Reading has always been a big priority at our school, and we
want to instill a real love of reading books for pleasure in our
children, both at home and at school.

There are so many benefits and positives of reading; it
improves how well the brain functions and increases
vocabulary, it helps to sharpen memory and how much
information is retained, and strengthens writing skills too!

In the school Library, to encourage the children to enjoy
reading even more, we
have an ‘Author of the
Month’. Each month a new
author will be highlighted,
with a bright, colourful and |
informative display board
taking centre stage in the
Library area!

This month’s Author is
Beniji Davies, an artist and
author who specialises in
illustration. He creates
stories that help children
find a quiet confidence to
navigate the real world.
Emotion and the pursuit of
joy are key themes in
Benii's work.

The Storm Whale,
Grandad's Island and The
Grotlyn are just some of
the books he has written.

Welcome to the Year Group Meeting

On Tuesday 23 September you are invited to attend
our ‘Welcome to the Year Group’ meeting. This
meeting is for both Year 1 and Year 2 parents, and you
will find out what they will be learning this year and how
you can help support your child’s learning at home.
This is a ticketed event, so please remember to return
the ticket request slip. Spare letters are available from
the school office.

Following this meeting you will be able to go to your
child’s class to join in with their Storytime session.

You can bring younger children to this session if you do
not have anyone who can look after them at home.

PLEASE NOTE — YOU WILL ONLY BE ABLE TO JOIN
THE CLASS STORYTIME SESSION IF YOU HAVE
ATTENDED THE YEAR GROUP MEETING.

Harvest 2025

Traditionally, Harvest is a time to be thankful for
what we have, and to share with those who are less
fortunate than ourselves. In light of this, we will be
taking part in the Luton Foodbank’s Harvest
Challenge this October, and
the children will be involved in
a special Harvest assembly in
school. More information on

luton
this will be sent home soon. fOOdbank
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Google Classroom

You should have received a log-in for Google Classroom which
is for your child to use to access work to complete remotely.
Children in Year 1 and 2 will be set weekly homework tasks to
complete via Google Classroom.

More information about how to use Google Class-
room can be found on our school website under the
Home Learning section of the Curriculum tab.

After School Clubs

The after school clubs for children in Year 1 and Year 2 start
next week, look out for the club confirmation letter coming
home in their book bags today.

If your child is doing a club this term please remember to pick
them up promptly at 4.30pm.

Book Fair

We are looking forward to having a travelling book fair
visit our school in October. It will be open after school for
parents to visit with their child and buy books and
stationery items at reasonable prices. We value this
opportunity to encourage children to choose and read
books. The school receives commission on all sales made,
which we then use to buy books for the school library, so
this is a very worthwhile event.

Diary Dates

Tuesday 23 September - Year 1 and Year 2 Welcome to the
Year Group meetings.

Thursday 2 October - National Poetry Day
Thursday 9 October - Year 1 Mindfulness Workshop
Friday 10 October - Book Fair open to parents
Wednesday 15 October - Parents Evening

Friday 24 October - Last day of Autumn 1 half term

Monday 27 October to Friday 31 October - Half-term
holiday

Monday 3 November - Staff Training Day

Tuesday 4 November - Children return to school for Autumn
2 half-term

Monday 10 November - Year R Phonics meeting (more
information to follow)

Fire, Lockdown and Evacuation Procedures

In light of recent events at a local school, which gave rise
for the site there to be evacuated, I understand that some
parents may be anxious and concerned what might happen
if a similar incident occurred at our school.

I want to reassure you as parents that we do have stringent
procedures and practises in place here at William Austin
Infant School.

Our fire drills are routinely practised each half term, and we
aim to carry out a lockdown practise once a term. These are
done so that the children know what to do in case of an
emergency.

We do not carry out a routine Evacuation drill, as this would
involve leaving the school site completely, and we would not
want to worry the children unnecessarily. But we do have a
robust Evacuation Plan in place with clear instructions that
staff are familiar with. In the unlikely event of an evacuation
taking place, staff and children would relocate to a building
or place of safety in the local area, and parents would be
informed of the need to evacuate, and advised where to
collect their children from if necessary.

=

Parking continues to be a major concern on the roads
around school.

Parking outside and around School

Already this term there have been altercations
between irate parents over parking, directly outside
the school, and in full view of other parents, and more
importantly, our children. This behaviour is
disappointing and unacceptable, and we do not want
the children in our school to have to witness this
again.

So, please be mindful and considerate to the local
residents and other road users, and remember:

e Don't park or drive on the pavement

e Don't park on the yellow zig-zag lines or 'Keep
Clear’ signs

e Don't park in a disabled space if you don't have
a 'blue badge’

® Don't block local residents’ driveways

e Keep within the speed limit and be aware of
pedestrians crossing the road

The roadworks taking place on the Austin Road/New
Bedford Road junction are impacting the traffic
congestion around school, and this is not helping our
situation. We do understand how frustrating it is
when the roads are blocked and it's difficult to park,
but we MUST remind you to be courteous and
respectful to each other! If everyone tried o park a
little bit further from the school gates the traffic
would flow much more freely!

Please do not park across the driveways of our local
residents, especially if there is a car on the drive
already. Think how it would affect you if someone
prevented you from leaving for an urgent
appointment because they had parked inconsiderately
and blocked your drive with their car...

Unfortunately, we have no jurisdiction on the parking
around school and there is very little we can do, other
than continue to remind people to be patient and
polite. Staff on duty outside are not Traffic
Wardens, and it is not their role to monitor the
parking before and after school each day, therefore
we rely on parents to be considerate.

If you have any concerns about parking, we do urge
you to please phone Parking Enforcement on
01582 548523. Thank you.
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YEAR 1 WOW moments!!

The children in Oak Class have Willow Class have been learning about
been learning to log on to the the importance of fieldwork in Geography.
computers They went outside to draw features of the
playground.

Beech Class matching facts about the Pine Class have been learning
human body to the correct body part about common nouns in English

Our Year 1 Maths Superstars Our Year 1 English Superstars
Week commencing 8 September! Week commencing 16 September!
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YEAR 2 WOW momentsl!!

— : ; Owl Class learned why Florence
ngf'She;ﬁLa‘S;rR?:; ae ';J:g;f' planning Nightingale was an important person

who made a difference

Puffin Class enjoyed the Nurses Lark Class enjoyed exploring artefacts
‘WOW' morning from the past when two mysterious

time keepers came to visit

Our Year 2 Maths Superstars Our Year 2 English Superstars
Week commencing 8 September! Week commencing 15 September!
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