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How we do it in WAIS:

Reception to Year 1 

• Year 1 team work closely with Year R teachers to ensure a smooth transition. 

• Children spend the first 3 weeks completing group tasks before moving to more whole class teaching. 

• After week 3 English and Maths are taught whole class and children complete the activities at the same time. 

• Continue whole school routines such as Mindfulness and Maths Mastery…. 

Year 1 to Year 2 

• Year 1 and Year 2 team work closely to ensure a positive transition.

• Very similar to classroom layout and expectations as Year 1. 

• Children spend the first few weeks settling into the routines and expectations and refreshing previous learning from 

Year 1.

• Continue whole school routines such as Mindfulness, Maths Mastery,Singing assembly, Rewards Room

•

Transitioning to a new Year Group



Enrichment opportunities
There are so many exciting events planned throughout the year.

Trips- local and further afield.

Special visitors

National and International Days

Charity events 

Working with our local community

Learning real life skills



Celebrations and Responsibilities  
Every week children’s individual and class achievements are celebrated.



Oracy
A core priority in our school.  Oracy is defined as the ability 

to communicate well through speaking and listening.

We offer planned and progressive opportunities throughout 

the school day for children to learn through talk, learn how 

to talk and learn about talk.

Children will talk in a range of groupings including, solo, 

paired and trios. 



English 

Year 1 and Year 2



Phonics
Our school follows Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised. There will be an 

opportunity to visit Year 1 Phonics lesson Thursday 10 October. To see how 

phonics is taught and learnt in our school with more information given about how 

to support at home.



Reading
• Reading is a school priority.

• Reading is essential- access all areas of the curriculum 

• Everything starts with reading 

• Reading helps to develop writing 

Reading in School
• All children are heard read in school two times a week.

• Books are matched to the children’s secure phonic knowledge. 

• More information about phonics will be available at the Phonics Parents Meeting. 

• In Year 2 most children will begin to take home an Accelerated Reader book. They can quiz on this daily.

Reading at Home
• Reading Books and a Library Book are sent home every week. 

• Please hear your child read their Reading Book every day over the weekend. 

• Encourage your child to use their phonics to read any words they are unsure of. 

• Ask your child questions about what they have read- some are included in the back of the book. 

• The Library Book is to promote reading for enjoyment- please share this book with your child. 



Reading for Pleasure



Common Exception Words 

These are words that the children need to be able to read and spell by the end of Year 1 and 2. 



Writing at School

• We use a Talk for Writing approach in school to develop Reading and Writing skills. Children develop 

their comprehension, vocabulary, creativity and imagination. This enables fluent independent 

writers. 

We always encourage the children to:

• Think and say their sentences out loud.

• Write using their sounds. 

• Write sentences and then read them back. 

Grammar and Punctuation

• Children are taught to use capital letters correctly, clear finger spaces and full stops. 

• We encourage children to use the correct tense: 

Present tense- I wave at my friend 

Past tense- I waved at my friend

• We also discuss: 

Nouns- object, person or place

Verb- Action 

Adjective- Describe the nouns

Adverbs – Describe the verbs 



Handwriting

Handwriting and correct letter formation are a key priority. 

The children are taught to form their letters as shown.

In Year 2 the children are taught to join some of their letters.



Writing at Home

Follow the same process as in school

• Be positive, annotate above some words if necessary.

• Examples of writing at home led by children’s interests.
• Write their own stories

• Write a recount of an outing or event

• Keeping a diary

• Keep a holiday scrapbook

• Write a shopping list

• Playing role play games such as owning a restaurant and writing down people’s orders 

• Invitations and thank you letters 



Maths in Year 1 and 2 



The whole school follows a Maths Mastery approach. 

In Key Stage One (Year 1 and 2) children are taught these key areas:
Number - Number and Place Value

Number - Addition and Subtraction

Number - Multiplication and Division

Number - Fractions

Measurement

Geometry - Properties of Shape

Geometry - Position and Direction

Statistics - (Year 2 only).



Vocabulary

• Addition- plus, total, altogether, more, sum, add, increase. 

• Subtract– minus, take away , count back, less, decrease, difference 

between

• Multiplication- Year 1 this is only known as grouping. In Year 2 the 

children learn the symbol along with multiply and multiplication. 

• Division- Year 1 only referred to as sharing. In Year 2 the division 

symbol along with the words divide and division are introduced.  



Maths Mastering Number

Daily 20 minute lessons 

The aim over time is that children will leave KS1 with fluency in calculation and a confidence and flexibility with number.



Supporting at home

Use Maths Mastering Number strategies and resources from parenting workshops last year.

Counting forwards and backwards.

Practise number formation.

Use the same approach as in school for calculation.

Calculation Policy

Please check the ‘Calculation Policy’ for vocabulary and the different methods taught in school on the 

school website. 

www.williamaustininfants.co.uk



Supporting Children Who Need Extra Support

Some children need some additional support to address gaps in their learning or to support additional needs. 

• Interventions are carried out 1:1 or as part of a small group 

• Individual Education Plans – other wise known as IEPs 



Every half term look out for…
Curriculum Information

Curriculum 

Newsletters

Knowledge 

Organisers

Curriculum 

overviews



Year 1 Topics
•Autumn 1 – My World and School

•Autumn 2 – Patterns and Changes

•Spring 1 – Travel and Transport

•Spring 2 – United Kingdom

•Summer 1 – Animals

•Summer 2 – Growth

Year 2 Topics
•Autumn 1 – People who made a difference- Nurses

•Autumn 2 – People who make a difference- The recycling women 

of the Gambia

•Spring 1 – The Great Fire of London

•Spring 2 – Awesome Authors

•Summer 1 – Window (Local environment)

•Summer 2 – Seaside

Science and Foundation Subjects



Homework 
• Homework is set and handed in via Google Classroom or on paper if you prefer. If you do not 

have access to the internet please speak to your child’s class teacher. 

Year 1: 

• Phonics Homework 

• Learning Log- linked to Topic

• Maths Homework 

• Reading- Daily

Year 2: 

• Spelling Homework 

• Learning Log- linked to Topic

• Maths Homework 

• Reading- Daily



Predicted Targets and End of Year Assessments 

• End of Year predicted targets will be sent home along with the statements that the children need to achieve in 

Reading, Writing and Maths. 

End of Year 1 Assessments 

At the end of Year 1, children will achieve one of the following: 

• Working towards age-related expectations

• Working at age-related expectations

• Working at greater depth within age-related expectations. 

• The children will also complete the Phonics Screening Check in June. 

End of Year 2 Assessments 

At the end of Year 2 the children will achieve one of the following: 

• Working towards the expected standard

• Working at the expected standard

• Working at greater depth 

Any child who did not pass the phonics screening check in Year 1 will retake this in June. 



Final Points
• PPF- Pupil Premium Funding. If you think you might be eligible for this please speak to the school 

office. 

• Photos- on displays in school and on the website. If you want your child to appear in photos please 

ensure you have given permission for this. 

• Attendance- Leave of Absence- Mrs Kang is unable to authorise any holidays during term time. 

This year we will be giving out a variety of prizes and rewards to encourage good attendance. 

• Behaviour and Anti-Bullying- We take this very seriously at our school and bullying is not 

tolerated. Please speak to your class teacher if you have any concerns. 

• Online Safety- We teach the children about how to be safe online and encourage parents to have 

these conversations with the children and to check parental controls and the suitability of online 

games that your children are playing or witnessing older siblings play. 

• School Website- Please check the school website for photos, updates and copies of letters that 

are sent home. 



Story Time in Class

Please find the member of staff holding your child’s class sign and they will 

take you to your child’s classroom for story time. 


