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Why?
All children have access to the internet whether at school, at home or in places like libraries and clubs. Schools are keen to use the benefits of the internet to support children’s learning through using the computers and iPads. Many children are beginning to explore this exciting online world at a very young age. The internet provides children with excellent opportunities for learning and communicating with friends, but sometimes, children don’t realise that they can be as much at risk online as they are in the real world. This information aims to help you keep your children safe online by providing information on the risks and what action you can take to protect your child when they use the internet. The Think U Know website has lots of information for support www.thinkuknow.co.uk

What can you do?
The best thing to do is teach your child how to keep themselves safe online and take the following action yourself;
· Talk to your child about some of the risks of using the internet, show an interest in what they are doing and agree your own ‘golden rules.’
· Let your child know how important it is to tell you about any suspicious contents or incidents of cyber bullying so you can take action. 
· Teach your child the basic rules of ‘’netiquette’’, behaving responsibly on the internet and keeping messages polite. 
· Let them know what websites they can and can’t visit, encourage only using regulated chat rooms and social networking sites designed for their age group. For example you must be 13 and over to have a Facebook account.
· Take an interest in their online activities, talk to them about what they are doing and don’t let them access the internet unsupervised. 
· Use parental controls that filter internet content and block viruses on your computer. 
· Enforce the use of PEGI ratings on games and films. Children should only have access to age appropriate content and it should be monitored by an adult. 
· Use a child-friendly search engine such as Safe Search to block out unsuitable websites. http://primaryschoolict.com
What we do in school.
The school’s computer system is designed to protect your child from many of these risks by blocking children’s access to unsuitable websites and logging any unusual activity on the computers. All the children are supervised when using the computers and ipads. Children are taught about online safety through their computing lessons, with the help of Hector the Protector. Hector and his friends promote the skills and values children need to grow into confident, knowledgeable and caring members of the online community. Use these links to the Think U Know website for further resources: 
http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/5_7/hectorsworld/
http://hectorsworld.netsafe.org.nz/teachers/hectors-world-safety-button/

Golden Rules
To keep your child safe online you should teach your child: 
· Not to give out personal details online such as name, address, school or anyone else’s details. 
· Not to upload photographs or information onto social networking sites without your approval. 
· Not to arrange to meet people they have met online. 
· Not to open emails unless they know and trust the person who sent it. 
· Not to buy anything from the internet without your permission. 
· To only use a webcam with people they know and trust and when supervised. 
· To tell you if they receive messages or material that makes them feel uncomfortable. 

Useful websites for parents and carers to use at home: 
http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/5_7/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/topics/stay-safe
http://www.kidrex.org/
http://www.primaryictsearch.co.uk/
http://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers
[bookmark: _GoBack]https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers
Visit the school website for more information and useful links, 

Remember: 
· Use a ‘parental lock’ system on your home computer. 
· Check what older children may be doing on the internet, mobile phones or games they are playing when younger ones are around. 

If you have any queries about supporting your child using the internet or understanding PEGI ratings on games and films please contact Mrs Cullen or Miss Crawford. 
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